
The departure also at Christmas 2008 of Phil Foley, our
head of the junior school perhaps was overshadowed by
the headmaster’s retirement. The school owes a significant
debt of gratitude to Mr. Foley. He picked up the reins of the
junior school at a difficult time in its development and 
rapidly became known as a quiet but determined man with
a real passion for teaching at this level. He has departed to
take up a headship in Devon, and he takes our very best
wishes for his continuing success. One of our junior school
staff members, Claire Bruce, has stepped into the role as
acting head of junior school for the rest of this academic
year and she will take up the role permanently in
September.

The sixth form experiment – by admitting girls in 2007–
has proved immensely successful not just from the point of
view of the pupils themselves, but also the fact that the
school is now coeducational at sixth form level seems to
have raised the interest of prospective pupils and their 
parents from the state sector. This of course may have a lot
to do with Mrs. Bramall our Head of Sixth Form who has 
targeted schools in the area who do not have their own
sixth forms as possible sources of future pupils.

Elsewhere in this Newsletter tribute will be paid to
Ralph Holden and our President who were the leading
proponents in resurrecting the idea of a Cricket Match
between the School and the Old Derbeian Society, along
with the President’s Garden Party both held on 27th June.
From the school’s point of view this was very much a 
success and the idea – particularly that of the Cricket
Match – will be pursued again next year (and for years
after that I hope).

Three dates for you diary are:

Speech Day – Thursday, 17th September at 7 pm
at the Assembly Rooms, Derby

Remembrance Day Service (followed by lunch)
– Wednesday, 11th November at 10.30 am in the
Michael Bishop Hall.

Carol Service – Tuesday, 15th December at 7 pm
in Derby Cathedral

Valete

Congratulations and best wishes are extended to all the
pupils who left in 2008 and are embarking on their 
university or vocational careers:

P. E. BRIGHT Norwich: Music
J. COOPER Deferred entry
H. CRITCHWELL-WARD Bangor: Environmental Sciences
C. DEAKIN Deferred entry
M. DIXON Durham: Chemistry
C. DUTTON Deferred entry
M. ENDSOR Balliol, Oxford: P.P.E.
M. FAHMY Keele: Medicine
O. FOULDS Manchester: Zoology
D. GRANT RAF
A. GREENHOWE Ashgate, Derby: Accountancy

Apprenticeship
T. GRIMWOOD-TAYLOR Deferred entry
C. HAYNES Sheffield: History

E. LEE Leicester: Management Studies
J. MANSFIELD Bristol: Economics and Finance
O. MANZOOR York: Social Policy
J. MCMAIN UWE Bristol: Architecture and

Planning
J. MUNRO Loughborough: Geography
R. PROCTOR Birmingham City: Product Design
A. RAZI City University: Mathematics

with Finance and Economics
D. RICHARDSON Newcastle: Modern Languages 
D. SMITH Deferred entry
S. STRAW Leeds: Medicine
V. WATTS Warwick: Accountancy and

Finance
J. WHITE Sheffield: Information Management
A. WHITEHEAD Deferred entry

St. Helen’s House  
It is most encouraging to see work progressing on the

restoration of this grand old Grade 2 listed building
towards its original splendour. Scaffolding around the
building and restoration work inside bear testimony to the
realisation of a long held desire by Old Derbeians of that
era, that the dream is becoming the reality. Pictures of the
work in progress can be seen on BBC Radio Derby’s
Website – www.bbc.co.uk/derby/local_radio. On the left
hand side of the home page in ‘Photo Galleries’ click on
Photos- inside St. Helen’s House. 

Old Derbeians attending the Remembrance Service in
November will be able to see the work on the interior for
themselves thanks to Richard Blunt, the developer of the
project.

The magnificent staircase at St. Helen’s House.

Garden Party and Cricket Match
K. Russell Thomas (1945–54) (Hon. Chairman) reports:

Old Derbeians versus Derby Grammar School 1st XI

Saturday afternoon 27th June at the School’s Sports
ground in Mickleover, the weather was warm but overcast
as the Old Derbeians opened their innings. The occasion
was a renewal, after more than thirty years, of the Annual
Cricket Match between the School and the Old Boys. The


